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President Kovind Unveils
Chamarajanagar Teaching Hospital

A

dvocating universal healthcare for all, President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated
the newly-built teaching hospital of Chamarajanagar Institute of Medical
Sciences (CIMS) at Chamarajanagar in south-west Karnataka on October 7,
2021 in the presence of state Governor Tarachand Gehlot, Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bombay, Health and Medical Education Minister K. Sudhakar and Co-operation Minister
S.T. Soma Shekhar.
“The state government and CIMS should take steps to make healthcare affordable and
universal for all, including people from the Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes
(STs) living in the densely forested areas of the district,” said Kovind on the occasion.
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Noting that a self-reliant India (Amenabar
Bharat) could be built only when technology
and human resources come together, the
President said to make universal healthcare
accessible to all, the central government had
increased the number of All-India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIMS) to 22 from 6
across the country.
“With the support of state governments,
medical colleges are being set up in every
district to improve health infrastructure
across the country. Along with new postgraduate colleges, the present post-graduation
institutes are encouraged to become Centres
of Excellence,” Kovind said.

Observing that healthcare infrastructure alone
would not serve the purpose without human resources,
the President said technology would be of no use if
there was no robust delivery mechanism to take health
services to the remote areas across the country.
“We can hope to build an Amenabar Bharat only
when our technology, human resources and access to
both come together,” Kovind asserted.
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Crucial Role
Lauding CIMS for being ranked third for
implementing the Ayushman Bharat-Arogya
Karnataka scheme in 2020-21, the President in
promoting access to healthcare, the students and
faculty of CIMS had a crucial role to play. He
also hoped the doctors, nurses and paramedics
being trained at the institute would serve the
nation with commitment and dedication to bring
glory to the profession and its alma mater.
“The resurgence has by and large abated,
which would not have been possible without
the dedication of our medical fraternity. Many
sacrificed their life in the line of duty. The nation
will be ever indebted to them,” the President
reiterated.
Referring to the Covid-19 pandemic that
ravaged countries the world over since January
2020, Kovind said, though India was no
exception in facing a devastating wave of the
virus, the infection had, however, united citizens
to fight the invisible enemy with a common
cause.
“Our Corona warriors – doctors, nurses,
paramedics and healthcare workers have made
the country proud with their selfless service and
sacrifice. The same dedication is at work behind
the largest vaccination drive in history. India has
not only produced the anti-Coronavirus vaccines
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at home, but has also set a world record in
administering the jab to reach 1-billin mark in
a record time,” the President said.
Expressing his view that healthcare
and education were a foundation for nation
development, Kovind said CIMS had
combined both. It is a medical college for
students at the graduate level with distinction
of providing tertiary healthcare services in the
border district.
“The 450-bed hospital will provide
opportunities for practical experience and
training to young doctors. With hi-tech
facilities and infrastructure for critical care,
super specialty departments like cardiology
and neurology offer better healthcare services
to people in the region,” said the President.
As we all know the name of this district
and your hospital evoke the tradition of
worshipping Chamarajaswamy and also the
memory of the Wodeyar kings who were
named Chamaraja.

Pragmatic Kings
“This region has been fortunate to have had a
line of kings who were ahead of the times in thought
and action. Maharaja Chamarajendra Wodeyar was
a reformer who established a Kannada medium
school for girls in Mysore as early as 1881. He was
also instrumental in Swami Vivekananda attending
the Parliament of Religions at Chicago in the US.
This legacy of progressive contribution was taken
forward by Maharaja Jayachamaraja Wodeyar
who was the first ruler of a princely state to sign
the Instrument of Accession after independence.
I like to describe him as a monarch-democrat. He
blended the rich tradition of Mysore with the best
of Western civilization,” recalled Kovind.
The Maharaj (Jayachandra) promoted arts
and culture. He enriched Kannada language and
literature. The Maharaja supported entrepreneurship
and industry. Due to popular demand, he was
appointed Governor of the erstwhile state of
Mysore, which was later renamed Karnataka. The
contribution of the Wodeyar kings will make young
students aware of the ideal of service to humanity
followed by those kings. As medical students and
later as healthcare-providers, you must work with

the spirit of service and compassion, demonstrated
by the noble kings of Mysore,” exhorted Kovind.
As the first medical college in the district, CIMS
has about 750 students being trained as doctors
and about 100 students as nurses. The students hail
from all over the country, including Jammu and
Kashmir in the north, Assam in the north-east and the
neighbouring states in the south.
“With students from across the country makes
this teaching hospital a perfect example of unity
in diversity and a mini-India. With 300 women
students for medical and 60 per cent of students for
nursing, the daughters are taking strides and reflect a
progressive India marching ahead,” he said.
As the institute is located close to the borders
of Tamil Nadu and Kerala, it caters to needs of the
people in three southern states, including Karnataka.
“According to an advice from the ancient treatise
‘Charak Samhita’ on Ayurveda, which lists the
qualities of a good physician, If you are accomplished
in the practical use of various therapies, if you have a
knowledge of life science and insight, then you will
be endowed with success, and you will be capable of
bringing happiness to your patients. You will become
saviours of life. As we all know, people in our country
regard doctors as living God for they relieve their
pain and suffering,” the President added./eom/985
words.
MoK

7

Karnataka
Karnataka
March of

NOVEMBER
JUNE2021
2014

Kannada Rajyotsava:
Marking the Birth of a Glorious State,
Joyful Celebration of Unity and Solidarity
A Girish Rai

K

annada is one of the oldest Dravidian languages with an unbroken
history thousands of years. With a rich spoken tradition earlier than
the 3rd century BC, the language has a number of inscriptions and
documents that prove its antiquity. The name Isila as found in one of the
Ashokan inscriptions in Karnataka has been described as a Kannada word by
Prof. D.L. Narasimhachar. The Geography written by Ptolemy, a scholar from
Alexandria, mentions many places in Karnataka such as Kalgeris (identified
as Kalkeri), Modogoulla (Mudugal), Badamios (Badami). These are not only
places in Karnataka, but names of Kannada origin.
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Kannada Rajyotsava or Karnataka
Rajyotsava Day is celebrated on November
1st of every year since 1956. Commemorating
the day when Kannada dominant regions in
South India merged together to form the state
of Karnataka, this is a happy and auspicious
occasion for everyone in the state. Bhuvanagiri
in Siddapur taluk is home to the only temple
dedicated to Kannada Mathe Bhuvaneshwari
Devi. Goddess Bhuvaneshwari also known
as Kannada Mathe (mother of Kannada),
was conceived by the Kadamba
rulers in the fourth century.
The Kadamba rulers helped
popularize Kannada language,
literature and culture.
During this period, few
Sanskrit scholars had
an aversion towards
Kannada language
and asked questions
around the languages’
authenticity. Enraged
by the demeaning of
the Kannada literature,
Sri Bhaṭṭākalaṅka
Deva, a scholar of
Bilagi near Bhuvangiri
replied to the Sanskrit
scholars stating that
Kannada is a developed
and evolved language.
Bhaṭṭākalaṅka Deva was
a student of Haduvalli Jain
Monastery and a scholar
well versed in Prakrith,
Maghadi Sanskrit besides
Kannada. He produced a work
on Kannada grammar, Karnāṭaka
Śabdānuśāsana that is considered to be
an invaluable asset on old Kannada language.
The work contains over 500 rules on euphonic
combinations, technical words, signs of nouns
and verbs, numbers and indeclinable. The
grammarian provided a glossary and a lengthy
commentary for each aphorism. He invited the
scholars to argue with him regarding Kannada
literature which had several well written grantas
and valuable literary works. Bhaṭṭākalaṅka
Deva was able to open the eyes of such scholars
and prove that there is great literary talent in
Kannada language.

History of Kannada
Nagavarma II, a noted Kannada scholar
and grammarian in the 12th century penned the
Karnataka-Bhashabhushana (“Ornament of the
Karnataka language”). This was in line with
the earlier Sanskrit Grammar works evolved by
Panini and others. Kesiraja produced another
classic grammar called Shabdamanidarpana
in 13th century. This literally
meant “Jewel-mirror of
Grammar” and remains
to-date a comprehensive
and an authoritative work
on Kannada grammar.
It is the earliest work of
its kind which narrates the
principals of old Kannada
language scientifically and is
a work of great significance.
Karnataka is not merely a state,
it is an amalgamation that
includes centuries of history
enlightenment, Illustrious
dynasties like the Kadambas
Rastrakutas, Hoysala
Vijayanagara kings and
Wadiyars have ruled
over this land. The
state is mentioned
in the Ramayana
and Mahabharata
as well. Over
the centuries,
scholars believed
that Kannada
language was
in existence well
before the Christian
Era. Kavirajamarga
was the first major granta
brought out during the reign
of Nrupathunga, the popular king of Rashtrakuta
Dynasty. Kavi Raja Marga provides insight into
Kannada language literature and culture. Pampa
was a poet in the court of the Chalukya dynasty
king, Arikesari. Vikramarjunavijaya and Pampa
Bharata written by him contains historical details.
Aadi Purana, is another popular work of Pampa.
He has been proclaimed as Adikavi. Ranna,
Ponna, Janna are the other writers who have been
considered as Mahakavis in history.
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Formation of the Karnataka State
The British came to India for trade during the
year 1600 and by 1800 they controlled almost entire
India by their divide and rule policy. Nine districts
out of the total Kannada speaking places were in
Mysore province, where Kannada language had
prominence. Present-day Belagavi, Dharwad, North
Canara, Bijapur were under the control of Mumbai
principality. Here Kannadigas were in minority.
The undivided Dakshina Kannada District, Bellari,
Kollegal Taluk were in Madras province, Telugu
and Tamil were the official languages there. Several
smaller entities like Mudhol, Rayadurga, Sandur
were under different administrations. Shahpur,
Shirahatti, Gunadalu group of villages were in
Hyderabad province and Urdu was the official
language there. In these districts, Kannada was an
orphaned and neglected language. The Kannada
voice was very feeble in various other places such
as Hosuru, Madakashira, Aluru, Adavani, Talavadi,
South Solapur. In this era, Kannada Nadu with its
rich culture and illustrious literature where Kannada
was the official language was divided under different
administrations and could be compared to a broken
mirror.

Karnataka Ekikarana Movement
Nearly 1 crore Kannadigas were living under
various Administrative Units, with a strong desire
for unification under one administration. Karnataka
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Ekikarana gained momentum along with the
Swadeshi movement between 1905 and 1906.
The Karnataka Vidyavardaka Sangha formed
during 1890 became the platform for this
demand. Karnataka leaders at the forefront
of Independence Movement demanded for
Swatantra Bharat-Ekatantra Karnataka.
As part of the movement, two Sahitya
committees were formed. Under the Karnataka
Ekikarana movement the idea of unifying
Kannada speaking regions under one state
was established. Siddappa Kambli presented
the proposal for Karnataka Ekikarana in the
Belagavi session of AICC which was presided
by Mahatma Gandhi ji. Karnataka leaders were
fighting simultaneously for independence of
the country and Ekikarana of Karnataka. S
Nijalingappa, Dr Channabasava Pattadevaru, K
F Patil, Kengal Hanumanthaiah, RR Diwakar,
Jaya Devi Thai Ligaday were some of the
frontline leaders. There were a number of
leaders from Coastal Karnataka including KB
Jinaraja Hegde, KR Karanth, Karnad Sadashiva
Rao, AB Shetty, Dr KK Hegde and Dr Nagappa
Alva and others.
The Central Government wanted to speed up
the development process, welfare initiatives
and also the need for Legislative Assemblies to
strengthen the Democratic process. The State
Reorganization Committee was set up on 29
December 1953 with Fazal Ali as the chairman,

Kannada Rajyotsava or
Karnataka Rajyotsava Day
is celebrated on November
1st of every year since 1956.
Commemorating the day when
Kannada dominant regions in
South India merged together
to form the state of Karnataka,
this is a happy and auspicious
occasion for everyone in the state

Hridya Nath Kunzru and K
M Panikkar as the Members.
This committee traveled
throughout the country over 38K
miles and received 1,15,250
representations after discussion
with nearly 10K people. In
addition to this the committee
also received lakhs of telegrams
and applications sent through
post. The committee submitted
its report on 31 December
1955, the Government of India
accepted the Committee Report
and formed 15 states which were
inaugurated on 1 November
1956. Many predominantly
Kannada¬speaking areas like
Madakashira, Alur, Adavani,
Talavadi, South Solapur and
Kasargod Taluk, which were
an integral part of Dakshina
Kannada district were merged
with the neighboring states.
Maharaja Jayachamarajendra
Wadiyar who was the Raja
Pramukh of Mysore was swornin as Governor of the enlarged
state of New Mysore. Justice R
Venkataramaiah was sworn-in
as the Chief Justice of Mysore,
Justice Nitturu Srinivasarao and
Justice H Hombe Gowda as the
High Court judges. The New
Mysore province was inaugurated
by President Rajendra Prasad
in Bangalore on 1 November
1956. This auspicious and first

of its kind program began with popular singer P Kalinga
Rao’s invocation Udayavaagali Namma Cheluva Kannada
Naadu. The honorable President was immensely impressed
by this melodious song and honored P Kalinga Rao with
a cash prize on the stage. S Nijalingappa took oath as the
first Chief Minister of the New Mysore State. He said “We
are inaugurating the New state under the august auspicious.
The President himself is with us today to bless us”. During
the meeting with Members of the New Mysore Ministry,
the honorable President said “My sympathies are entirely
with you. Your problems are fairly complex and I am sure
you will be able to solve them satisfactorily”. S Nijalingapa
said that Dr Rajendra Prasad was one of the Leaders who
had a soft corner for the demand of formation of the state of
Karnataka.
The long and cherished dream of Kannadigas uniting under
One State was realized after many decades. The state’s
name Mysore was changed as Karnataka on 1 November
1973 during the period of the Chief Minister D Devaraja
Urs. Luminaries from Karnataka have made significant
contributions to the history of the Kannada language and
the state over the ages. We must honor the efforts of all
the individuals from our glorious past and remember the
golden heritage of our state and feel proud to be a part of
Karnataka. MoK
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Karnataka Chief Minister,
Basavaraj Bommai also
laid the foundation for 56
various public works in the
newly formed district on
the occasion worth over Rs
464.22 crore in Vijayanagara
district. Development projects
include four-lane bypass
road between Hampi and
Ballari, Road development
project between Kamalapur
and Hampi and several
other projects linking to
Hampi and Hospete are
prominent.

Vijayanagara 31st district of Karnataka:
Karnataka CM Bommai says new district to
usher new era of development
N. B. Hombal

B

The new district is already on the world map
due its major tourist destination, Hampi, is a
UNESCO world heritage site situated in Hospete,
the new district’s headquarters.

Vijaynagara (City of Victory), the newly formed
district in Karnataka named after the legendary
Vijayanagara empire, spanning 5,644 sq km comprising
of six taluks - Hospet, Harapanahalli, Huvinahadagali,
Hagari Bommanahalli, Kotturu and Kudligi. Hospete
will be the headquarters of the new district carved out
of mineral-rich Ballari district and is part HyderabadKarnataka region (Kalyana Karnataka region).

Hampi’s ruins are spread over 4,100 hectares
(41.5 sq km/16.0 sq mi) and it has been described by
UNESCO as “World’s Largest Open-air Museum”.
an “austere, grandiose site” of more than 1,600
surviving remains of the mighty Vijayanagara
Empire in South India that includes “forts, riverside
features, royal and sacred complexes, temples,
shrines, pillared halls, mandapas, memorial
structures, water structures and others”.

engaluru, October 06 (MOK) Vijayanagara,
the 31st district of Karnataka officially came
into being on Gandhi Jayanti with none other
than Karnataka chief minister, Basavaraj Bommai
unveiling it.
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Almost all of the monuments were built between
1336 and 1570 CE during the Vijayanagara rule. Set in
an awesome boulder-strewn landscape along the banks
of the Tungabhadra River, Hampi was the capital city
of the magnificent Vijayanagara Empire founded by
Harihara and Bukka in 1336.
Vijayanagara Empire at its peak was very
prosperous and was believed to be larger than Rome
with palaces grander than of Lisbon “The city is such
that the pupil of the eye has never seen a place like it,
and the ear of intelligence has never been informed
that there existed anything to equal it in the world”,
marvelled a 15th century Persian ambassador Abdul
Razaak.
According to the other chronicles left by Persian
and European travellers, particularly the Portuguese,
Hampi was a prosperous, wealthy and grand city near
the Tungabhadra River, with numerous temples, farms
and trading markets. By 1500 CE, Hampi-Vijayanagara
was the world’s second-largest medieval-era city after
Beijing, and probably India’s richest at that time,
attracting traders from Persia and Portugal.
Many of the great temple complexes comprising
the Sacred Centre of the city overlook this holy stream.
Here, traditions about divinities of local, regional and

pan-Indian significance that are linked to the site
create a mythological landscape.
Keeping Hampi’s universal value in mind,
Karnataka Chief Minister, Basavaraj Bommai also
laid the foundation for 56 various public works in the
newly formed district on the occasion worth over Rs
464.22 crore in Vijayanagara district. Development
projects include four-lane bypass road between
Hampi and Ballari, Road development project
between Kamalapur and Hampi and several other
projects linking to Hampi and Hospete are prominent.
In fact, the demand for the new Vijayanagar
district dates back only to 2007, when the newly
coined Vijayanagar Zilla Horata Samithi went
big with a campaign for a new district. But within
three months of its struggle the agitation lost its
steam and soon it turned into a dormant campaign.
In the subsequent years the struggle was limited to
submitting memoranda to successive governments.
However, the struggle gained steam only
in 2019 after incumbent Tourism, Ecology and
Environment minister, Anand Singh, who was
elected on Congress ticket in 2018, quit as MLA and
joined the with a condition that Vijaynagar be made
a district.
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Ankasamudra
Lake, situated in
Hagaribommanahalli
Taluk is one of the
biggest bird reserves in
the state, which is home
for nearly 175 species of
birds including 11 that
figure on the International
Union for Conservation
of Nature’s (IUCN) red
list. Located on the banks
of the backwaters of
the Tungabhadra Dam,
Ankasamudra village’s
tank has been attracting
many birds for nesting–
hundreds of Painted
Storks, Grey Herons,
Night Herons, Pond
Herons, Comb Ducks,
egrets, grebes, cormorants
and many more birds have
been breeding in a small
lake of 244 acres, which
has thousands of trees.

The annual Karnikotsva
(Festival of Prophecy) is
held at the famous Mylara
Lingeshwara temple at
Huvinahadagali Taluk is
an annual fair and people
across the state wait with
baited breath to hear this
prophecy. There is belief
that in ancient times, the
evils had conquered the
place and the saint had
sought the blessings of
Lord Shiva. It is believed
that Lord Shiva had
appeared in avatar of
Mailaralinga to defeat the
demons – Manikasura
and Mallasura. The
Karnikotsva is held
annually to remind the
people that Good always
triumphs over Evil.
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of 244 acres, which has thousands
of trees.
The Bird reserve is the only
one in the entire HyderabadKarnataka region, and has been
home to a wide variety of birds,
both domestic and migratory.

As a result of this, on November 18, 2020, Karnataka cabinet set the
ball rolling for carving out Vijayanagar district from Ballari by approving
its formation. Subsequently on February 8, 2021, the BJP led government
issued the notification for the demarcation of the new district by separating
six of the 11 taluks in Ballari district, to constitute the new Vijayanagar
district. Finally, the Chief Minister, Basavaraj Bommai formally unveiled
the new district on October 2, 2021 as the formal declaration of the new
district was put off several times over the last seven months owing to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

of
district.
Religious
institutions and Mathas
belonging to Shankracharya,
Madhwacharya
and
Raghvendra Swamy have
long historical connections
with the region that attract
devotees from length and
breadth of the country.

Followed by a colourful event with a grand fireworks display marking
the formation of the new district, Chief Minister, Basavaraj Bommai
released the Government Order announcing the formation of the new
district.

Not only this, the new
district also has many
other tourist attraction
spots such as Ankasamudra
Lake, which is one of the
biggest bird reserve in the
state, which is to home for
nearly 175 species of birds
including 11 that figure on
the International Union for
Conservation of Nature’s
(IUCN) red list.

After releasing the order, he said the Vijayanagara empire was not
built in a day, but was the outcome of the efforts of Hakka (also known as
Harihara Raya) and Bukka Raya, Tungabhadra River and the blessings of
saint Vidyaranya.
After laying the foundation for 56 various public works in the
newly formed district on the occasion, the Chief Minister hoped that the
archaeological sites would now be well protected and assured financial
support to the new district. Bommai
Lauding Tourism Minister Anand Singh for his struggle to form the
new district, he expressed the hope that the formation of the district will
mark a new era of art, music, literature, and culture, for which the erstwhile
Vijayanagara was famous for. “After many efforts, this new district
too has been formed with the blessings of former Chief Minister B. S.
Yediyurappa,” he said.
Apart from world heritage site – Hampi - , the new district is also home
to rich temple architecture and sculpture such as Tambrahalli Ranganatha
Swamy temple, Oblanayka Bhavi, Bennekallu Maheshwara Temple, Sri
Guru Kottureshwara, one among Panchapeeta Ujjaini Peetha, Uchangidurga
Temple and several such other prominent temples situated various parts

Located on the banks
of the backwaters of
the Tungabhadra Dam,
Ankasamudra
village’s
tank has been attracting
many birds for nesting –
hundreds of Painted Storks,
Grey Herons, Night Herons,
Pond Herons, Comb Ducks,
egrets, grebes, cormorants
and many more birds have
been breeding in a small lake

Besides the Bird Reserve,
the new district also has Sloth
Bear Sanctuary, is the second
Sloth Bear Sanctuary in India and
Asia, declared exclusively for the
protection and conservation of the
Sloth Bear, which is situated in
Kudligi taluk and is spread over
167.59 Sq kms encompassing
forests of neighbouring Sandur
taluk of Ballari too. Furthermore
many prehistoric sites like rock
paintings, natural caves, old
temples etc. are located inside the
Sanctuary.
Apart from this, annual Karnika
(Prophecy) is held at the famous
Mylara Lingeshwara temple
which is an annual fair and people
across the state wait with baited
breath to hear this prophecy. There
is belief that in ancient times, the
evils had conquered the place and
the saint had sought the blessings
of Lord Shiva. It is believed that
Lord Shiva had appeared in the
avatar of Mailaralinga to defeat
the demons – Manikasura and
Mallasura. The Karkotsva is held
annually to remind the people that
Good always triumphs over Evil.
The new district is also home
for the unique variety of Jasmine,
which has secured Geographic
Indian (GI) Tag from the union
government. Huvinahadagli, one
of the six taluks in Vijaynagara
has earned this rare distinction.
Jasmine fields are found in every
nook and cranny of this taluk
which predates even Vijaynagar
empire. The flowering season
begins in April and lasts till
September. MoK

The new district is also
home for the unique
variety of Jasmine, that has
secured Geographic Indian (GI)
Tag from union government.
Huvinahadagli one of the
six taluks in Vijaynagara has
earned this rare distinction.
Jasmine fields are found in
every nook and cranny of this
taluk which predates even
Vijaynagar empire. The
flowering season begins in
April and lasts till September.

Besides the Bird Reserve, the
new district also has Sloth Bear
Sanctuary, is the second Sloth
Bear Sanctuary in India and
Asia, declared exclusively for
the protection and conservation
of the Sloth Bear, which is
situated in Kudligi taluk and is
spread over total area of 167.59
Sq kms.

Apart from world heritage
site– Hampi- the new
district is also home to rich
temple architecture and
sculpture such as Tambrahalli
Ranganatha Swamy temple,
Oblanayka Bhavi, Bennekallu
Maheshwara Temple, Sri Guru
Kottureshwara, one among
Panchapeeta Ujjaini Peetha,
Uchangidurga Temple and
several such other prominent
temples situated various
parts of district. Religious
institutions and Mathas
belonging to Shankracharya,
Madhwacharya and
Raghvendra Swami have long
historical connections with the
region that attract devotees
from length and breadth of the
country.
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Admitting that differences and debates were the
defining features of the country’s democratic system,
as they made Indian democracy richer and vibrant, the
Speaker said protests should be dignified and remain
within parliamentary norms.
“Protests should be dignified
parliamentary norms,” Birla added.

and

within

Best Legislator
The Speaker also presented the “Best Legislator”
award to the ruling BJP’s former Chief Minister B.S.
Yediyurappa on the occasion. The four-time chief
minister is an eight-time member of the Shikaripura
Assembly constituency in Shivamogga district of
Malnad region.

Maintain People’s Faith in Democracy:
Lok Sabha Speaker

L

ok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has called
upon lawmakers to maintain people’s faith
in democracy to strengthen it.

Addressing the joint session of the Karnataka
legislature in Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru on
September 24, Birla said public representatives
such as MLAs, MLCs, MPs and ministers should
set an example through their conduct so that
people’s faith in democracy increased.

laws were passed only after dialogue, discussion
and their involvement so that they can stand
public scrutiny.

Capacity Building
“As the required level of dialogue, discussion
and participation from legislators is not being
seen, adequate action is required by the legislators
with capacity building,” Birla told the members.

“The foundation of democracy rests on the
accountability of public representatives. There is
a need for wider discussions to maintain discipline
and dignity in legislatures across the country,”
Birla told the members on the theme of the special
session ‘Democracy – Safeguarding democratic
values’.

Expressing concern over disruption of
proceedings and disorderly conduct of some
members during sessions, Birla said as legislative
members were connected to people and to
understand their needs, issues and difficulties,
they should ensure that the valuable time of the
House was not wasted by disruptions.

Noting that protests must be dignified and
within parliamentary norms, Birla said courtesy
and mutual respect must be maintained during
protests.

“There is a need for discussions to maintain
discipline, decorum and dignity in state legislatures.
Discussions were held at various forums in 1992,
1997 and 2001 with presiding officers, senior
members of the ruling and opposition parties. A
few proposals and resolutions were also passed
during such occasions,” he recalled.

Urging the legislators to be sensitive to people
and fulfil their hopes and aspirations, the Speaker
said it was the duty of every member to ensure the
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State legislative Assembly Speaker Vishweshwar
Hegde Kageri, state legislative Council Chairman
Basavaraj Horatti, state Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai and members of the state legislature
participated in the session. Lok Sabha SecretaryGeneral Utpal Kumar Singh was also present on the
occasion.
In his address to the members, Kageri said the
ruling and opposition parties should fulfil their
responsibilities as per the rules and procedures of the
House.

“While passing bills, it is important to keep
in mind that public representatives respect the
sentiments and aspirations of the people. The
legislature gives the right to free expression
to all without distinction like religion, colour,
caste or creed. Therefore, it is the duty of
public representatives to be generous in their
conduct within the precincts of the House,”
said Horatti.
Advocating more opportunities in politics
to the youth, Horatti said it would enrich public
life and discourse. Public representatives
should lead the youth towards nation building.
“The legislature gives the right to free
expression to all without distinction like
religion, colour, caste or creed. Therefore,
it is the duty of public representatives to be
generous in their conduct within the precincts
of the House,” added Horatti.
Kageri also said that the Best Legislator
award would be given every year to an
outstanding MLA of the House./eom/740
words. MoK

“Similarly, the opposition members should not
hesitate to give any innovative advice to the ruling
party. The ruling party should be devoted to the
interests of citizens,” said Kageri on the occasion.
Clarifying that it was a fallacy to say the members
do not get enough time to raise issues pertaining to
the executive, Kageri said by following the rules
of procedure in the House, the responsibility can be
discharged.
“It is important for legislators to question the
government and get answers to ensure accountability
of the executive,” Kageri asserted.
The Assembly Speaker also stressed on ensuring
financial scrutiny of the executive, proper utilisation of
the House time and constructive scrutiny by the media.

Public Life
Expressing the view that the basic aim of the
democracy was to ensure equal opportunity and
benefits to all citizens, Council Chairman Horatti said
the legislatures should work democratically and make
laws to help people.
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City commuting
embraces ecoconcept with e-bus
Public transportation has taken
a new dimension in the Capital
City – Bengaluru, one of the
fastest growing metropolis in
the country with a teeming
talent pool of new generation
commuters
S Viswanath

T

his (Karnataka) Rajyotsava Day, as a
State Formation Day gift to its citizens,
the State government has announced
the introduction of electric bus (e-bus) within
the Capital City of Bengaluru and a few select
sections of the State.
With this, public transportation has taken a
new dimension in the Capital City – Bengaluru,
one of the fastest growing metropolis in the
country with a teeming talent pool of new
generation commuters.
Committed to making the IT Capital of
India an eco-friendly City as well, the State
government has taken this novel initiative, such
that Bengalureans can breathe that much more
easy clean air, as also, commute with more
options available at their hand.

As part of the ambitious roll out the Start-Up Capital
of India will see a fleet of ten buses being operated, on
a pilot basis, as feeder to the rapidly spiralling metro
services.
The e-bus services, to be operated by the private
service provider picked by the City’s Bangalore
Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC) comes
after a long hiatus providing a welcome change and
relief to the humungous commuting populace.
Over a period of time, in phases, it is expected that
BMTC would see in play and plying around 90 e-buses
in the City operated through a private service provider
under the Bengaluru Smart City project that is changing
the contours of a once Pensioners’ Paradise into a
bustling metropolis – a City that Never Sleeps.
The City’s road transportation corporation, which
saw its first electric bus arrive from a plant located in
Mathura, Uttar Pradesh, is expected to receive the entire
complement of 90 buses to beef up the e-bus fleet by the
end of the year.
With the trial run of the first bus to ensure it meets
all the necessary RTO formalities and the specifications
fixed by BMTC, the first of the ten e-buses will become
operational.
Likewise, Likewise, KSRTC has introduced six
intercity routes to run AC electric buses which will be
operated from Bengaluru to Chikkamagaluru, Mysuru,
Virajpet, Shivamogga, Madikeri, and Davangere.
The Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) as part of its plan to run electric buses
(e-buses), through a private operator, will press into
operation 50 air-conditioned e-buses under the Centre’s
FAME 2 Scheme (Faster Adoption & Manufacturing of
Hybrid & Electric Vehicles in India). From a common
point, these e-buses will be operated from Bengaluru
to Mysuru, Chikkamagaluru, Virajpet, Shivamogga,
Madikeri, and Davangere.
KSRTC will pay Rs. 55 per kilometre to the private
operator. When it comes to the fare, existing AC

bus fares will be applicable to e-buses as well.
Depending on the demand, the e-buses will be
operated during the day and night.
For each e-bus, the private operator will receive
a subsidy of Rs 55 lakh. The private operator has
to run each bus for 450 km every day. KSRTC will
provide the conductor, while the private operator
has to employ drivers, maintenance staff, and
provide infrastructure for charging, among others.
Among four road transport corporations, BMTC
has received e-bus under the Smart City project.
NWKRTC is expected to open financial bidding for
50 e-buses soon.
Incidentally, the novel e-bus concept idea has
been in vogue since 2014 and has finally taken to
roads nearly seven years later due to the persistence
of the successive governments and policy makers
and public stakeholders who have been pressing
and persistently pushing for the introduction of this
facility over these years.
The first e-bus will be operated in the Kengeri
area connecting the metro station. The e-bus which
will run on the regular ordinary bus service routes
connecting the metro station will see the fares as
well reasonably fixed as that of the ordinary bus
fares so that the idea catches upon with the public
and they embrace the new e-concept.
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Each of these e-bus will be medium sized of
nine metre long, non-air-conditioned and capable
of ferrying 33 passengers and as per the agreement,
BMTC will be paying Rs.51 per km to the service
provider. The ‘operational cost’ provided by the
BMTC will include electric charge, driver, and
others. The service provider will operate the buses
for a period of 12 years.
The service provider will be provided
earmarked space at Kengeri, Yeshwantpur and
Krishnarajapuram depots to put up necessary
infrastructure that includes charging points. Each
of depots will see space provided to park 30
e-buses.
Kengeri-Bidadi, Kengeri-Banashankari, KR
Puram-Silk Board and Yeshwantpur-Yelahanka
are some of the tentative routes where the first few
electric buses will run in November.
Each e-bus can travel up to 120 km on a single
charge followed by a subsequent 45-minute quick
charge which will give an additional mileage of
60 km.
The BMTC which will progressively induct
into service all the 90 e-buses over the course of
three months is expected to take on lease another
300 e-buses in due time.
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The concept of electric buses as
an affordable and convenient mode
of public transportation has gained
traction in India since it offers the
best opportunity to target a greater
number of passengers cheaply.
With necessary policy push and
attractive incentives being doled out
by the respective State governments
in the country, and pitch towards
environment
conservation
and
reducing the carbon footprint as
well, the Indian market is witnessing
a welcome trend towards adoption
of e-buses with the government
focussing on electrification of public
transport, in which e-buses is seen to
play a significant role.
Furthermore, with the steady
surge in fuel prices across the
country being witnessed, is seen
providing the necessary fillip in
favour of e-buses.

The 90 non-air-conditioned buses are being
supplied by NTPC-JBM joint venture by December
15.
Each bus is estimated to cost Rs 90 lakh, of
which about Rs 60 lakh will come from the Rs
50-crore grants under the Smart Cities Mission.
Under the lease model, the BMTC will not own
the buses but pay Rs 51.67 per km to NTPC. It
will have to pay for a minimum of 180 kilometres
for each bus regardless of utilisation. In return, it
will keep all the revenue generated from the bus
operation.
According to State Transport Minister B
Sriramulu said the 10-year lease under the gross cost
contract model would help the BMTC understand
electric vehicle technology. “We will continue
to push for green mobility and green economy,”
Sriramulu further said.
The transport minister said the BMTC board
would decide on approving the bid for leasing 300
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large-sized (12 metres long) e-buses. These
vehicles are a necessity to avoid pollution as
also these buses can run on narrow roads of the
City. There will not be noise pollution and the
emission of smoke, he added.
The State government plans to add 1,500
electric buses to the BMTC’s fleet in the next
three years under the Grand Challenge initiative
of subsidiary company of State-owned Energy
Efficiency Services Limited. Bengaluru is
among nine cities nationwide that took part in
the challenge. With the addition of these buses,
e-buses will serve about 30 per cent of City bus
services, according to Rajender Kumar Kataria,
Principal Secretary (Transport) Department.

Following the post-Covid-19
pandemic,
despite
people’s
preference for personal vehicles,
the appeal of sustainable mobility
services is stated to be at an all-time
high, according to recent survey by Lithium Urban
Technologies. The survey highlights promising
sustainable mobility experiments in the Bengaluru
with growing interest in sustainable mobility
solutions and a large number of commuting
citizens seen to opt for office transportation if it
were an EV.
Electric buses (e-buses) are expected to be at
the forefront of India’s electrification drive, with

the segment expected to witness healthy traction
going forward, as per ratings agency ICRA, which
expects e-buses to account for 8-10 per cent of new
bus sales by financial year 2025.
Globally, the e-bus market is dominated by
China, which accounts for 98% of the global e-bus
fleet, and 95% of the global stock of dedicated bus
chargers.
With the country rolling out significant sops and
subsidies through schemes like ‘FAME’, ‘Smart
Cities’ etc., to reduce cost of acquisition, and spur
e-bus adoption, many state EV policies, such as
Karnataka, have announced specific electrification
targets and timelines for buses, thereby helping
create a roadmap for electrification.
The ‘FAME II’ scheme implemented by the
Department of Heavy Industries has planned
a significant outlay of Rs 3,500 crore towards
supporting e-bus adoption in India.
The accelerated adoption of electric
transportation is seen not only helping in reducing
emissions, provide major health benefits to the
burgeoning urban population as also reduce the
cost of travel in near future leading to considerable
reduction in fuel and maintenance costs.
The Centre introduced the National Electric
Mobility Mission Plan in 2013 which envisaged
introduction of 6-7 million electric / hybrid
vehicles by 2020 in pursuance of which FAME
– Faster Adoption & Manufacturing of Electric
Vehicles was launched in 2015 offering fiscal sops
to buyers of electric and hybrid vehicles. A shift
to electric vehicles (EVs) would, thus, provide
an opportunity to move towards a clean and lowcarbon transport ecosystem saw the State pioneer
the Electric Vehicle Policy being the first to roll it
out. MoK

Incidentally, among other cities in India,
which have seen trial runs and initial deployment
of electric buses include Chandigarh, Lucknow,
Mumbai, Dehradun, Kolkata, Hyderabad and
Rajkot.
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generation has never been able
to be bridged despite several
policy prescriptions and rightful
intentions. So much so, despite
pro-rural and pro-farmer policies
the young rural population have
headed to the cities chasing the
chimera of a better morrow.
In an effort to change this
skewed perceptions both on the
part of the growing urban young
and the rural lot, and bring both
the diasporas on a common
platform of sharing and learning,
the State government has set
in motion a first of its kind,
trailblazing new Agricultural &
Rural themed Tourism Policy.

Connecting ‘City-zens’
with countryside
Chandra Shekar

“

The urban population which is having roots in villages always
has the curiosity to learn about rural life regarding sources of
food, plants, animals, handicrafts, languages, culture, tradition,
dresses and rural lifestyle. Agri-tourism has the capacity to satisfy the
curiosity of this segment of population.” – NABARD (National Bank
for Agriculture & Rural Development).
“Rural tourism (Agri-tourism) gives visitors a personalised contact,
a taste of physical and human environment of the countryside and as far
as possible, allows them to participate in the activities, traditions and
lifestyles of local people.” - World Tourism Organization (WTO).
The urban-rural disconnect has long been a worrisome social
issue across the country. The chasm between the contented languid
rural diaspora and fast paced aspirational urban lifestyle yuppie
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Incidentally, the theme-based
agri-tourism concept has been
inspired and drawn upon by
the State government by farm
tours in California. Farm visits
during weekends are said to
be quite popular in California
where people from the Silicon
Valley visit orchards to get fresh
fruits and vegetables besides
experiencing the farm life. Farm
tours in California are divided
into special tours with visits to
farms growing cabbage, spinach,
carrots.
The ubiquitous objective of
the pervasive Agriculture & Rural
based thematic tourism policy is
not only provide a greater fillip to
the already ongoing agricultural
and farming activities the lifeline
of the nation, but also, bring
into sharp focus the multifarious
social, cultural and traditional of
aspects of the rich and resplendent
rural life that the State boasts of
in terms of local cuisine, culture,
traditions, arts et al.
While, on the economic front,
the objective is to woo over Rs
5,000 crore investments into
the State besides generating one
million direct and indirect MoK
jobs

over the next five years, the agriculture-rural tourism
policy seeks to introduce various aspects of agriculture
and rural life to the urbanites who are ignorant of the
richness of our villages and their contribution and
lifestyles, to increase the incomes of farmers, and to
boost the tourism economy.

Department of Tourism Director Sindhu B Rupesh,
wherein tourists would experience activities such
as milk production, sericulture, bee-keeping,
hands-on farming, including picking fruits and
vegetables, rides and games and many others,
while communing with their rural counterparts.

As envisioned under the project, while farmers
will be the main stakeholders under the concept, it is
also to ensure that tourists, especially the young and
happening wanderlust generation from the City will not
only get a first-hand experience of farming, but also the
cultural aspects associated with agriculture and rural
life, including rural sports, according to State Tourism
Minister C T Ravi.

These activities spread throughout the State
will cover silk farms of Ramanagara to paddy
farms in Mandya and Ballari, areca plantations of
central Karnataka to coffee plantations of Malnad.

Besides steps that will allow farmers to directly
sell their products to tourists that visit them, a similar
theme-based agriculture-farming-tourism concept for
commercial crop such coffee and various other crops,
has also been envisaged.
“Our intention is to promote agriculture to urban
dwellers who may have never seen a farm. It will be
an experiential as well as educative tour,” says Minister
Ravi.
The idea is to enable urban school children be linked
with nearby tourist places so that these young and
impressionable future citizens of the State and country
would know first-hand, up, close and personally, about
farming and rural life, and experience the difference
and bridge the span and assimilate collective thinking.
Under the novel initiative tourists who seek to
unwind and relax from their otherwise fast-paced
highly demanding lifestyles in the City can luxuriate
and experience the languidness and quietude of a rural
setting, living in a village farm, orchard or plantation
and soak in the serenity of the surrounding around them.
The department has proposed about 26 potential
areas for investors and come out with fresh guidelines
to regulate tourist activities on farms as interest surges.
“The target crowd would be the urban population
who seek to experience rural life,” according to

The initiative could be owned by an individual
farmer or farmers collective or society, which
alongside their farm activities, will act as an
income multiplier for farmers while providing
exposure to the urban crowd about rural
conditions.
A totally different from the current homestay tour concept wherein tourists get to visit
home-stays to go to nearby popular destinations,
here, it will be more towards understanding the
rural life and economy amidst nature along with
stakeholders while living with them. This is a good
blend of nature, tradition, culture and lifestyle.
The activities which will include guided tours
on farming practices, interaction with farmers
and agricultural labourers is to help educate that
section of population which has never travelled in
a long time, is willing to spend and get a chance to
experience what they have not seen in their entire
lives, Rupesh further explained.
The policy’s objective is two-fold address
challenges for development of Agri-Tourism in
Karnataka – awareness and capacity building.
Karnataka Tourism will leverage the expertise
of tour operators and travel agents to generate
awareness regarding the benefits of Agri Tourism
and to extend training on Agri Tourism to farmers
and local communities. Agri Tourism projects
shall also be encouraged to create retail facilities
to market their food products as well as local
goods such as arts and handicrafts.
Karnataka Tourism shall also seek to provide
training and skill development for Agri Tourism
through relevant institutions and agencies. The
existing facilities of Department of Agriculture,
Department of Horticulture and district authorities
may be leveraged to support the roll out of Agri
Tourism programmes and training, states the State
five year Tourism Policy 2020-2025. MoK
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Despite necessary guidelines and frameworks
being in place in order to enhance the safety and
security of women, several cases of violence continue
to be reported across the country, proving that women
are still vulnerable to sexual and violent crimes. The
most recent Mysuru gang rape case a sorry reminder
of this fact. Also who can forget the horrific Nirbhaya
incident or the earlier Jessica Lal case?

Among the App’s key features include: An
alert will be triggered by pressing the power button
5 times; - 10 seconds video clip will be recorded
and uploaded; Trigger Police will arrive to assist
you in emergency; Send SOS Alerts to Friends and
Relatives; Integrated to Police Computer Aided
Dispatch System and Enable real-time trace and
track through GPS.

According to various experts the prevalence of
violence against women in society stems from the
deep-seated patriarchy structure in society leading
to gender-based crimes, giving women second-class
status around the world.

The App is available as a free download from
Google play store. The App allows user has to
register the details along with contacts during
installation.

The Declaration on the Elimination of Violence
Against Women recognises “the urgent need for
universal application to women of the rights and
principles with regard to equality, security, liberty,
integrity and dignity of all human beings.”
Closer home, the State government, through the
law enforcement department, has been initiating steps
to make the City and State a safe and secure place for
its women.

Making world safe & secure for women
S Ramalakshmi
“Not all men practice violence against women but
all women live with the threat of male violence
every single day. All over the Earth.”
― Fuad Alakbarov,
Azerbaijani-Scottish human rights activist.
November 25 is an important day wherein the
world focuses its attention on women and how to
ameliorate the various life threating situations she
finds herself in and the indignities she faces for the
fact of being a woman. It is on this day that the world,
each year, observes as Elimination of Violence
against Women as mandated by the United Nations.
The UN General Assembly, through a resolution
on December 27, 1999, designated November 25 as
the International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women.
The genesis for the need to create global awareness
among the diaspora of the serious social malevolent
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malaise, was on this fateful day in 1960, three
sisters - Patria Mercedes Mirabal, María Argentina
Minerva Mirabal and Antonia María Teresa
Mirabal, were assassinated in the Dominican
Republic on the orders of the Dominican ruler
Rafael Trujillo.
The justified reason being that the Mirabel
sisters had singularly and steadfastly fought to end
Trujillo’s dictatorship. Women Rights’ Activists
thereafter took to observing day as against
violence on the anniversary of the deaths of these
three women since 1981.
It is a troubling fact that even to this day, despite
education, empowerment and stringent laws to
prevent violence against women in civil society,
they continue to be subjected to rape, domestic
violence and other forms of despicable violence,
leading to death, disfigurement and denial of right
to women to lead their lives as equal citizens.

Among the initiatives include the launch of
the Bengaluru City Police SOS, a fully integrated
Suraksha Panic App - personal safety app with
policing. The App turns your Smartphone into
a discreet personal safety device for use during
emergency. A call of service to Police can be triggered
by simply activating the SOS button like icon on your
cell phone.

Similarly, “Pink Hoysala” or patrolling
vehicles are an addition to the existing fleet of
Hoysala in Bengaluru. Complaints received
through the Suraksha panic app and police control
room number 112 are expected to get an immediate
response from the Pink Hoysala.
The Pink hoysalas with women staff will
be stationed at sensitive locations. People can
download the Suraksha emergency panic app on
their mobile phones by providing their names and
the numbers of two emergency contacts.
Areas with a high number of women’s hostels
and paying guest accommodations, temples, and
educational institutions are also being given high
priority.
These moves are part of proactive measures
by the police force to reduce crime against women
and improved conditions for women’s safety and
security.

The urgent need
for universal
application
to women of
the rights and
principles
with regard
to equality,
security, liberty,
integrity and
dignity of all
human beings
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Furthermore, the State government has also
launched Santhwana initiative whose aim is to
provide counselling and necessary timely help to
women who are victims of various atrocities.
The objective of the scheme include counselling
legal assistance, temporary shelter and financial
relief is provided to the victims of rape, sexual
harassment, domestic violence and dowry
harassment.
Santhwana Scheme is implemented to provide
counselling legal assistance, temporary shelter
and financial relief to the victims of rape, sexual
harassment, domestic violence, and dowry
harassment. The scheme aims at providing training
to these women to be self-reliant in order to
empower them.
Santhwana Centre’s are being implemented
through NGOs funded by the Department.
Santhwana Centres function 24*7 with a counsellor
and three social workers to provide assistance to
women in distress.
The government provides a sum of Rs 2,000 to
a maximum of Rs 10,000 as financial relief with
the consent of district committee to women who
are victims of various atrocities. At present 196
Santhwana centres are functioning at Taluk and
District level.

Important things to Remember:
1. Whom Shall Women and Children Contact during
an Emergency?
Women and children can DIAL 112 during
emergencies and can seek help from the police.
2. If the police need to question or interrogate me,
can they call me to the police station?
No, women and children cannot be called to the
police station for questioning or interrogation
unless the person is accused. Women and children
are to be interrogated in presence of a women
police officer at their residence.
3. How women can get protection from sexual
harassment at the workplace?
Women can file a complaint at the nearest police
station under “SEXUAL HARASSMENT OF
WOMEN AT WORKPLACE (PREVENTION,
PROHIBITION AND REDRESSAL)” ACT &
RULES, 2013.
Yes, friends, violence against women is an
everyday reality, act now, always, and forever before
its too late. Let’s be the change we want and lead a
kindly light to our women fraternity. MoK

Chief Minister Mr. Basavaraj Bommai paying floral tribute at the occasion of Kittur Rani
Chenamma Jayanthi

Chief Minister Mr. Basavaraj Bommai and his Cabinet Colleagues at Hubli KIMS Hospital,
celebrating the achievement of completion of 100 crore Covid Vaccination doses in India
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